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Introduction

The DH-Data Thesaurus is the controlled vocabulary used by the Department of Health and libraries in the NHS to index and search for material on its library database. Terms are chosen from the thesaurus and assigned as subject keywords to on-line bibliographic data.

The library database is available to users outside of the Department and is known as DH-Data, available commercially through Ovid and Dialog.

Ovid
Dialog
The thesaurus complies with International Standard (ISO) 2788 - Guidelines for the establishment and development of monolingual thesauri.

Core areas of coverage are health and social welfare, including:

Health services, health administration and equipment, human biology, preventive and clinical medicine, drugs and the safety of medicines, medical supplies, pathology, nursing practice and administration, social services and social work

Less detailed coverage includes: economics, management, political science, law, psychology, education, sociology, communication, technology, social security, construction and pollution.

Keywords

The thesaurus contains preferred terms, non-preferred terms, specifiers and indicators.

Preferred terms - keywords that should be used to represent a given concept, eg Infants (not Babies). This would appear in the thesaurus as: Infants Used For Babies
Non-preferred terms - where two or more words can be used to express the same concept, the thesaurus will specify the one to be used as the preferred term and will list the others as non-preferred terms. Non-preferred terms can be synonyms, abbreviations or alternative spellings but they are not to be used and will always point the user to the Preferred term. They can easily be recognised in the thesaurus as they appear in italics, eg Babies Use Infants

Specifiers - where two or more keywords are needed to express a concept (eg student nurses) this is known as a specifier. The thesaurus will cross reference a specifier to a combination of preferred terms to be used to represent it. Again they appear in the thesaurus in italics but also followed by a plus sign, eg Student nurses+. The terms would appear in the thesaurus as follows:

Student nurses+ 

Use 

Nurses 

Students

Nurses 

Used For 

Student nurses+

Students 

Used For 

Student nurses+

Indicators - are also similar to non-preferred terms but point the user to a selection of possible preferred terms. This is because there is no exact match between the concept and a single preferred term. Indicators also appear in italics, eg Facilities  See  Buildings (or) Equipment (or) Supplies. This example would appear in the thesaurus as follows:

Facilities 

See 

Buildings

Equipment

Supplies 

Buildings 

Seen From 

Facilities


Equipment 

Seen From 

Facilities

Supplies 

Seen From 

Facilities 

Form of terms - all terms are expressed as nouns, eg Hospitals, Nurses, Patients or adjectival phrases, eg General hospitals, Senior nurses, Overseas patients. In limited cases, prepositional phrases are used, eg Cause of death, Home visits by doctor.

Verbs, adverbs and adjectives are not included alone as keywords.

Abbreviations and acronyms are not normally used. The full form of the term is used as the preferred term whilst the abbreviated form of the term appears as a non-preferred term. Both are cross referenced as in the following example. 

World Health Organization 

Used For WHO
WHO
Use World Health Organization

However, there are exceptions. Where the abbreviated form is commonly used, it has been adopted as the preferred term with cross-reference made from the full form, eg 

NHS 
Used For National Health Service
National Health Service
Use NHS

Singular and plural -  
Nouns that can be expressed in the plural (count nouns) appear in the thesaurus in plural form, eg Child minders, Health authorities, Mattresses
Parts of the body are expressed in the plural where more than one such part exists in a 'fully formed organism' (as per ISO 2788), eg Elbows, Eyes, Legs are plural whilst Mouth, Nervous system, Nose are singular.

Nouns that can only be singular (non-count nouns) are expressed in the singular, eg Clothing, Food, Water.

Abstract concepts, properties, activities and disciplines are expressed in the singular, eg Religion, Temperature, Family therapy, Psychology.

Keyword relationships

Hierarchical. Terms are displayed in the thesaurus in two ways, alphabetical and hierarchical but both indicate a hierarchy in which an individual term belongs.

The alphabetical display. 

Lists every term in the thesaurus in one alphabetical sequence and uses broader terms (BT) and narrower terms (NT) to indicate hierarchical relationships between different terms in the same class. A broader term is  more general and indicates the next level up in that hierarchy, a narrower term is more specific and indicates the next level down in that hierarchy, eg Dogs broader term Carnivores, Carnivores narrower term Dogs.

The hierarchical display.

Allows the user to see where each individual term belongs in relation to the class in which it resides. It allows the user to look up or down a hierarchy to choose either a broader or more specific term. 

For example the display for the class, Carnivores would look as follows: 

: : : Organisms

: : Animals

: Mammals

Carnivores

. Cats

. Dogs

. . Guide dogs

. . Hearing dogs

Polyhierarchical relationships.

Many terms appear in more than one hierarchical structure and have more than one Broader term, eg

Cancer hospitals 

Broader Term

Cancer services

Specialist hospitals

In the hierarchical display the terms Cancer hospitals will appear in structures for both Cancer services and Specialist hospitals.

Associative or ‘Related’ terms.
Help the user to find other keywords which are conceptually related to their chosen keyword but belong to different hierarchical structures, eg Patents Related term Inventions. 

Scope notes

Scope notes help to define a keyword or instruct the indexer on its use, eg

Benchmarking

Scope Note 
A continuous process of measuring products, service or practices against leaders, allowing identification of best practices.

Bliss classification 

Bliss is the classification system used by the Department of Health library. Every preferred term and specifier in the thesaurus has been assigned a classmark in accordance with the Department of Health's in house use of Bliss. The classmark appears in the term display preceded by @, eg  

Hospitals

Bliss Classmark

@HM

Spelling and Punctuation

Spelling

UK English has been adopted throughout the thesaurus, eg Foetus not Fetus, Colour not Color.

Punctuation

Spaces are used in terms rather than hyphens.

Brackets appear only in non-preferred terms with two exceptions

· Names of some health authorities, eg South Sefton [Merseyside] DHA

· Some Acts and Bills, eg Adoption [Intercountry Aspects] Act 1999

Apostrophes are omitted, eg Alzheimers disease
Capitalisation - all terms appear in lower case commencing with a capital letter

Searching the thesaurus 

· Search Criteria - enter a term or text to search. 

· Search terms - select a search method either Terms start with or Terms which contain this character string (Terms start with is the default). 

· Select display contents - select either Term list, Term + Relationships or Term + 2-way Hierarchy (Term List is the default).

· Number of Terms per Page to display - select either 1, 10, 20, 50, 100 or 200 (20 is the default).

Click on search and the results will be displayed on another page.   

[Add link to search screen at www.multites.com/dhthesaurus]

Search results display

· Terms start with and term list - use the search term Adoption and you’ll see the following results:

Adoption 

Adoption [Intercountry Aspects] Act 1999 

Adoption Act 1958 

Adoption Act 1976 

Adoption agencies 

Adoption allowances 

Adoption and Children Act 2002 

Adoption contact registers 

Adoption law 

Adoption leave 

Adoption organisations 

Adoption panels 

Adoption Resource Exchange 

Adoption societies 

Clicking on any of these terms (except those in italics) will provide the preferred term and relationships display, eg Adoption law:

Bliss Classmark 

@QLM AM

Broader Term 

Social welfare law

Related Term 

Access to adopted children

Adoption

Parents rights

Terms in italics are non-preferred terms. Clicking on one of these, eg Adoption societies will provide the preferred term, eg Use Adoption organisations. If you click on this you’ll see the preferred term and relationships display.  

Adoption organisations

Used For 

Adoption societies

Bliss Classmark 

@QLM C

Broader Term 

Social welfare organisations

Narrower Term 

Adoption agencies

Adoption Resource Exchange

To change the display from relationships to hierarchical click on the link on the right of the bar, Show hierarchy. 

Adoption organisations

: @QLM C

: : @QC

: : : @5

: : Organisations

: Social welfare organisations

Adoption organisations

. Adoption agencies

. . Adoption panels

. Adoption Resource Exchange

To change the display from hierarchical to relationship click on, Show relationships.

· Terms start with and Term + Relationships - use the search term Adoption and you’ll see the following results:

Adoption

Used For 

Placement in adoption+

Bliss Classmark 

@QLM

Narrower Term 

Compulsory adoption

Inter country adoption

Interracial adoption

Related Term 

Access to adopted children

Adopted children

Adopted people

Adoption Act 1958

Adoption Act 1976

Adoption and Children Act 2002

Adoption contact registers

Adoption law

Adoption leave

Adoption Resource Exchange

Adoptive parents

Adoptive relationships

Baby buying

Child care

Child care reporting officers

Custodianship

Family reunion

Foster care

Statutory adoption pay

Adoption [Intercountry Aspects] Act 1999

Bliss Classmark 

@QLM O 44R

Broader Term 

Childrens acts

Related Term 

Inter country adoption

This displays all the terms found with their broader, narrower and related terms, specifiers and Bliss classmark.

· Terms start with and Term + 2-way hierarchy - displays all the terms found with their 2 way hierarchies using the symbols . and : to indicate narrower and broader terms respectively, eg Adoption:

Adoption

: @QLM

Adoption

. Compulsory adoption

. Inter country adoption

. Interracial adoption

Adoption [Intercountry Aspects] Act 1999

: @QLM O 44R

: : @QLA MR

: : : @QLA ML

: : : : @QAM L

: : : : : @SEL

: : : : Legislation

: : : Social welfare legislation

: : Childrens legislation

: : : @QAM R or [QHR]

: : : : @SEM or [44R]

: : : : : @SFC D

: : : : : : @852 VY or [2VY]

: : : : : : : @8P

: : : : : : Information materials

: : : : : Publications

: : : : Legal documents

: : : : : @SEL

: : : : Legislation

: : : : : @SEG or [44C]

: : : : : : @8P2 WHU or [2WHU]

: : : : : : : @852 VY or [2VY]

: : : : : : : : @8P

: : : : : : : Information materials

: : : : : : Publications

: : : : : Official documents

: : : : Parliamentary publications

: : : Acts

: : : : @QAM L

: : : : : @SEL

: : : : Legislation

: : : Social welfare legislation

: : Social welfare acts

: Childrens acts

Adoption [Intercountry Aspects] Act 1999

· Terms which contain this character string and Term List - use the search term adoption and you’ll see the following results:

Adoption 

Adoption [Intercountry Aspects] Act 1999 

Adoption Act 1958 

Adoption Act 1976 

Adoption agencies 

Adoption allowances 

Adoption and Children Act 2002 

Adoption contact registers 

Adoption law 

Adoption leave 

Adoption organisations 

Adoption panels 

Adoption Resource Exchange 

Adoption societies 

Allowances [adoption] 

Compulsory adoption 

Inter country adoption 

Intercultural adoption 

International adoption 

Interracial adoption 

This time the results list is longer as it contains terms starting and ending with the word adoption, eg adoption agencies and compulsory adoption.

· Terms which contain this string and Term + Relationships or Term + 2-way Hierarchy - works just the same as for, Terms start with, except that the resulting term lists are longer. 

· Reset button – clicking on the reset button on the initial search screen will clear any previous search entered. 

· New search – on all search results pages there is a New search link. Clicking on this will automatically return you to the initial screen and clear any previous search entered. 

· Number of terms to display – if you select a smaller number of items to display per page than there are search results then you’ll be able to see the remaining results by clicking on ‘Next page’. For example, enter search term, adoption, and “terms which contain this character string” and select 10 as the number of items per page.   

Updating and contact details

The thesaurus will be updated periodically. Suggestions for amendments or additions should be sent to

DH thesaurus editor



DH Library



Room 331B



Skipton House



80 London Road



London SE1 6LH



United Kingdom

or by email to Philip.defriez@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
